
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

God of all creation, you reach out to call people of all 

nations to your kingdom. As you gather disciples from 

near and far, count us also among those who boldly 

confess your Son Jesus Christ as Lord. 

 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

51Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek 

the LORD. Look to the rock from which you were hewn,  and 

to the quarry from which you were dug. 2 Look to Abraham 

your father  and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one 

when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 
3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her 

waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her 

desert like the garden of the LORD; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the 

voice of song.4 Listen to me, my people, 

and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out 

from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has 

gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands 

wait for me, and for my arm they hope.6 Lift up your eyes to 

the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens 

will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 

garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my 

salvation will be for ever, and my deliverance will never 

be ended. 

PSALM:  Psalm 138 

 1 I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole 
heart;  before the gods I sing your praise; 
 

2 I bow down towards your holy 
temple and give thanks to your name for 

your steadfast love and your 

faithfulness; for you have exalted your 
name and your word above everything. 
 

3 On the day I called, you answered me, you 

increased my strength of soul. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, 
O LORD, for they have heard the words of 

your mouth. 

5 They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 

   for great is the glory of the LORD. 
 
6 For though the LORD is high, he regards 
the lowly; but the haughty he perceives 

from far away. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

you preserve me against the wrath of my 
enemies; you stretch out your hand, 

and your right hand delivers me. 

8 The LORD will fulfil his purpose for me; 
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures for 

ever. Do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 

SECOND  READING:  Romans 11:33---12:8 

33 O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 

God! How unsearchable are his judgements and how 

inscrutable his ways! 
34 ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has 

been his counsellor?’35 ‘Or who has given a gift to him, to 

receive a gift in return?’36For from him and through him and 

to him are all things. To him be the glory for ever. Amen.12I 

appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies 

of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not 

be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the 

will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.3 For 

by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to 

think with sober judgement, each according to the measure 

of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have 

many members, and not all the members have the same 

function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 

proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 

teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 

generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 

cheerfulness. 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 16:13-20 

 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 

Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the 

Son of Man is?’ 14And they said, ‘Some say John the 

Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of 

the prophets.’ 15He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I 

am?’ 16Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.’ 17And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed 

are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell 

you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will 

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 

you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 20Then he 

sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 

was the Messiah. 

 



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home 

residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness. Luke, 

Sorensen, Ireneo Zarzoso, Elaine Anderson, Roger Shulz, Marie Rogers, 

Jeanette Jardee, Shannon Hersom, Pat Boughey, Mary Roat, Todd & 

Elizabeth Wood, Myles & Shirley Pedersen, Pastor John Mayer, Monica 

Isom, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia 

Bentsen.  Our youth, parents & teachers, our military & missionaries     

 

Lectors:    Marilyn Ehlers  

Ushers:   August 23rd -Shirley Kruse & Jan Hersom 

  August 30th -Jim & Denise Hodgell 

Acolytes:   Bethany Youth 
Weekly Budget Needs:  

Faith Promise $                                    Worship                
 

 

 

 

***Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is 

located under the pew in front of you. 

Altar Flowers:   

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those 

who are able) 

ORDER OF THE SERVICE 

PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL  

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                 P.56 

*HYMN    Built on a Rock                       LBW 365   

*GREETING                                                 P.57  

*KYRIE                                                         P.57-58 

*HYMN OF PRAISE                           P.59 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY          (bulletin-in unison) 

FIRST READING:   Isaiah 51:1-6 

PSALM:   Psalm 138  (bulletin – responsively) 

SECOND READING: Romans 11:33---12:8 

*ALLELUIA VERSE                                         P.62                   

*THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20  

*GOSPEL RESPONSES                                 P.63 

SERMON                                        Tom Anderson 

HYMN Take My Life, that I May Be        LBW406 

APOSTLES CREED                                         P.65 

Responsive Reading for Blessing of students, 

teachers and school supplies                             insert 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 Leader:  “…Lord, in your mercy.” 

 Response:  “hear our prayer.” 

OFFERING/OFFERATORY                             P.58                                      

*The Lord’s Prayer           CH 631              

*BENEDICTION                                               P.76 

*HYMN   The Church’s One Foundation          LBW 369            

*DISMISSAL  

 

 

 

 

 

August 23, 2026 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
            WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT           

TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 

 

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151                                   

Laurens, IA  50554                                                                                        

Ph. 712-841-2181  

    Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com                                                                                                       
 Pastor David Klappenbach 

Cell 419-603-8350   Home 712-841-2532         

      Shirley Mc Kiernan Organist     
          Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

To our visitors!  Welcome to our Sunday Service.  

We are happy to have you sharing in our worship 

service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.  

We invite you to complete the visitor card in front 

of you and give to an usher.  Please come again! 

We are a 

Christ-Centered  

Mission-Driven   

Traditionally-Grounded  

Congregationally-Focused 

               Church. 

 

 

Today: August 23rd   Sunday: August 30th  

11th  Sunday after Pentecost 12th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30-Worship w/School  9:30-Worship 

Blessing   10:30-Coffee Fellowship 

10:30-Coffee Fellowship 6:00-Bethany Prayer Group 

6:00-Bethany Prayer Group 

Monday: August 24th  

7:00-Hand Bell Rehearsal  

Tuesday: August 25th      

9:30-Tuesday Coffee @ BLC 

Saturday: August 29th  
IMD Convocation, Nazareth Church Cedar Falls 

 

Birthdays: August 23-Peter Runneberg; 25-Sandy Reese  
Anniversary:    

 


