PRAYER OF THE DAY

God, our creator and redeemer, your Son Jesus prayed that his
followers might be one. Make all Christians one with him as he is one
with you, so that in peace and concord we may carry to the world the
message of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

37The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the
spirit of the LoRD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of
bones. ?He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” I answered, “O Lord GoD, you know.” “Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the LORD. °Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: | will cause breath to
enter you, and you shall live. °1 will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh
to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live; and you shall know that I am the LoRD.” ’So | prophesied as |
had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. °I looked, and there
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the

Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain, that they may live.” *°I prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude. **Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house
of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are
cut off completely.” **Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the
Lord Gob: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. **And
you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and bring
you up from your graves, O my people. **1 will put my spirit within you,
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD.

PSALM: Psalm 139:1-12 (13-16)
'O Lorb, you have searched me and known me.

2You know when 1 sit down and when I rise up; you discern my
thoughts from far away.

*You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all
my ways.

“Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely.
*You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

®Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot
attain it.

"Where can | go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence?

éIf 1 ascend to heaven, you are there; if | make my bed in Sheol, you
are there.

°If | take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the
sea,

Yeven there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold
me fast.

UIf 1 say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me
become night,”

12aven the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.

For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my
mother’s womb.

1 praise you, for 1 am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are
your works; that | know very well.

My frame was not hidden from you, when | was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

®your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed.

SECOND READING: Acts 2:1-21

2When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. ?And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were

sitting. °Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.°Now
there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in

Jerusalem. °And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of

each. ‘Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? ®And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? °Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, °Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 'Cretans and Arabs—in our own
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” **All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this

mean?” “*But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new
wine.”**But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to
you, and listen to what | say. *Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose,
for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. *°No, this is what was spoken
through the prophet Joel: *"*In the last days it will be, God declares, that I
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams. **Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those
days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. *And I will show
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire,
and smoky mist. ?°The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to
blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. *Then
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

GOSPEL: John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15

*>When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my

behalf. 2"You also are to testify because you have been with me from the
beginning. “But | have said these things to you so that when their hour
comes you may remember that I told you about them. “I did not say these
things to you from the beginning, because | was with you. °But now | am
going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you
going?’ °But because | have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
hearts.”Nevertheless | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go
away, for if | do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if |
go, I will send him to you. éAnd when he comes, he will prove the world
wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: “about sin, because they
do not believe in me; *°about righteousness, because | am going to the
Father and you will see me no longer; **about judgment, because the ruler
of this world has been condemned. **“I still have many things to say to you,
but you cannot bear them now. **When the Spirit of truth comes, he will
guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to

come. ““He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it
to you. °All that the Father has is mine. For this reason | said that he will
take what is mine and declare it to you.



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

Sunday: May 19t

Day of Pentecost

9:15-Adult SS

9:30-Coffee Fellowship
10:30-Worshipw/Communion
11:30-Potluck

6:00-Bethany Lutheran Prayer
Group @ BLC

Tuesday: May 21t
7:30AM-Prayer Group
9:30-Morning Coffee

Sunday: May 26

Holy Trinity Sunday
Time Change for Summer
9:30-Worship

10:30-Coffee Fellowship
4:00-Laurens Care Center Svc

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing
home residents, lowa storm victims, those battling COVID-19 or
any illness, Gina Ehlers, Pete Runneberg, Elizabeth Dunbar,
Monica Isom, Don Ehlers, Lisa Anderson, Ely Kleszczelski, Bill
Alexander, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Pastor James Puotyual,
Carol Schmidt, Gloria Bell, Cenon Zarzoso, Helen Dodge, Patricia
Bentsen.  Our youth, parents & teachers, our military &
missionaries.

Lector: Becky Baker
Ushers: May 19" -Rich & Marilyn Ehlers

May 26" -Michelle Gordon & Shirley Kruse
Acolytes: Bethany Youth

Weekly Budget Needs: $2817.00

Faith Promise $2370.00 Worship 39 Adult SS 6

‘ Birthdays: May 19-Shawn Oxenreider; 22-Heidi Baker

*Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is
located under the pew in front of you.

Altar Flowers:

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are able)
ORDER OF THE SERVICE

PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP OF PRAYER & MEDITATION

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS P.56
*HYMN Breathe on Me, Breath of God CH 393
*GREETING P.57
*KYRIE P.57
*HYMN OF PRAISE P.60

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)
MEDITATION ON GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14
PSALM: Psalm 139:1-12 (13-16)

SECOND READING: Acts 2:1-21

(bulletin — responsively)

*ALLELUIA VERSE P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63
CHILDREN’S SERMON-
SERMON Pastor David Klappenbach
HYMN Spirit Song CH 384
Service of Holy Baptism p.121
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: “...Lord, in your mercy.”

Response: “hear our prayer.”
*THE PEACE
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
OFFERING / *OFFERTORY P.66
*HYMN  Let Us Break Bread Together LBW 212
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING P.67
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.71
*LAMB OF GOD P.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
*BLESSING p.72
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE p.72
*BENEDICTION P.76
*HYMN  Spirit of the Living God CH 389

*DISMISSAL

May 19, 2024
Day of Pentecost

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, IA 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181
Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com
Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350 Home 712-841-2532
Shirley McKiernan, Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service. We are
happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for
the opportunity to meet you. We invite you to complete the
visitor card in front of you. Please come again!

Welcome to our Communion Sunday Service.

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is
truly present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for
the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. We are happy to have
you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to
meet you. We invite you to complete the Communion/Visitor card
in front of you. Please come again!



