PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Almighty and eternal God, you know our problems
and our weaknesses better than we ourselves. In your
love and by your power help us in our confusion and
in spite of our weakness, make us firm in faith,
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

First Reading: lsaiah 35:4-7a

“Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not
fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf unstopped; °then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the
desert; 'the burning sand shall become a pool, and the
thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall
become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and
rushes.

Psalm: Psalm 146
'Praise the LORD! Praise the LoRrRD, O my soul!

’I will praise the LoRD as long as | live; I will sing
praises to my God all my life long.

Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom
there is no help.

“When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.

*Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose
hope is in the LORD their God,

®who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in
them; who keeps faith forever;

'who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food
to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free;

®the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LorbD lifts
up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the
righteous.

“The LoORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the
orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he
brings to ruin.

“The Lorbp will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for
all generations. Praise the LORD!

Second Reading: James 2:1-10, 14-18

2My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of
favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ? “For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty
clothes also comes in, “and if you take notice of the one
wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here,
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” “have you not made
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with
evil thoughts? °Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters.
Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in
faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised
to those who love him? °But you have dishonored the
poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who
drag you into court? ‘Is it not they who blaspheme the

excellent name that was invoked over you?®You do well if
you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you
show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the
law as transgressors. ‘“For whoever keeps the whole law
but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you
have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? “°If
a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, *°and one
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat
your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs,
what is the good of that? *'So faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead. **But someone will say, “You have faith
and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your
works, and | by my works will show you my faith.

Gospel: Mark 7:31-37

*Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by
way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of
the Decapolis. **They brought to him a deaf man who had
an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay
his hand on him. **He took him aside in private, away
from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he
spat and touched his tongue. **Then looking up to heaven,
he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” ®*And immediately his ears were opened, his
tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. **Then Jesus
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them,
the more zealously they proclaimed it. *’They were
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the
mute to speak.”



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

Sunday: September 15
17" Sunday after Pentecost

Today: September 8™
16" Sunday after Pentecost

9:15-Adult SS 9:15-Adult SS
9:30- Coffee Fellowship 9:30-Rally Sunday-First day of
10:30-Worahip Youth SS

6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
Tuesday: September 3"
8:30-Prayer Group

9:30-Coffee Fellowship
10:30-Worship w/Communion
Installation of Teachers
9:30-Tuesday Coffee @ BLC 11:30-Potluck BBQ

5:30-G/S Mty 3:00-4-H Club Mtg
Wednesday: September 11" 6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
7:00-Council Mtg

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home
residents, lowa storm/flood victims, those suffering any illness, John
Hawley, Bill Belt, Janelle Mason, Linda Galbraith, Tim Burton, Desiree
Welty, Roberta Baker, Velma Woodke, Pastor John Mayer, Pete
Runneberg, Elizabeth Dunbar, Monica Isom, Don Ehlers, Lisa

Anderson, Ely Kleszczelski, Bill Alexander, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig,
Pastor James Puotyual, Carol Schmidt, Gloria Bell, Cenon Zarzoso,
Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen. Our youth, parents & teachers, our
military & missionaries

Lectors: Dean Armstrong
Ushers: September 8" -Tom & Elaine Anderon
September 15" -Julian Johnsen Family

Acolytes: Bethany Youth

Weekly Budget Needs: $2817.00

Faith Promise $1399.00 Worship 43

Birthdays: September 9-Myles Pedersen, Preston
Klappenbach; 11-Becky Baker; 13-Marilyn Ehlers

***Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is
located under the pew in front of you.

Altar Flowers:

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (as able)
ORDER OF THE SERVICE

PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL /
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP OF PRAYER & MEDITATION

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS P.56
*HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing LBW 559
*GREETING P.57
*KYRIE P.57
*HYMN OF PRAISE P.59

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)
MEDITATION ON GOD’S WORD

FIRST READING: lsaiah 35:4-7a

Psalm: Psalm 146 (bulletin — responsively)
SECOND READING: James 2:1-10, 14-18

*ALLELUIA VERSE P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37

*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor David Klappenbach
HYMN Lord of All Hopefulness LBW 469
APOSTLES’ CREED P65

OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
OFFERING / Processional “Offertory Psalm” P.75
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: ...Lord in your mercy

Response: Hear our prayer.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.76
OUR SENDING

*BENEDICTION

*HYMN O God of Mercy, God of Light LBW 425
*DISMISSAL

September 8, 2024
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, IA 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181

Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com

Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350 Home 712-841-2532
Shirley Mc Kiernan Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service.
We are happy to have you sharing in our worship
service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.
We invite you to complete the visitor card in front
of you and give to an usher. Please come again!

We are a
Christ-Centered
Mission-Driven

Traditionally-Grounded
Congregationally-Focused
Church.



