PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, you know our problems and our
weaknesses better than we ourselves. In your love and by
your power help us in our confusion and in spite of our
weakness, make us firm in faith, through your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-10

“The Lord Gob has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may
know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by
morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are
taught. °The Lord Gob has opened my ear, and | was not
rebellious, | did not turn backward. °I gave my back to those who
struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; |
did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 'The

Lord GoD helps me; therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know that | shall not
be put to shame; ®he who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my
adversaries? Let them confront me. °It is the Lord Gob who
helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out
like a garment; the moth will eat them up. *°Who among you
fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant, who walks in
darkness and has no light, yet trusts in the name of the LORD and
relies upon his God?

PSALM: Psalm 116:1-9

'I'love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my
supplications.

’Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore 1 will call on
him as long as I live.

*The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid
hold on me; | suffered distress and anguish.

“Then | called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, | pray,
save my life!”

°Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful.

*The LORD protects the simple; when I was brought low, he
saved me.

'Return, O my soul, to your rest, for the LORD has dealt
bountifully with you.

®For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from
tears, my feet from stumbling.

°I walk before the LORD in the land of the living.

SECOND READING: Jame 3:1-12

3Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and
sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with
greater strictness. “For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone
who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the
whole body in check with a bridle. °If we put bits into the
mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. “Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes
strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. °So also the tongue
is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a
forest is set ablaze by a small fire! °And the tongue is a fire. The
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it
stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is
itself set on fire by hell. "For every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the
human species, “but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil,
full of deadly poison. *With it we bless the Lord and Father, and
with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of

God. *°From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My
brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. **Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish

water? *’Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:14-29

“When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd
around them, and some scribes arguing with them. **When the
whole crowd saw him, they were immediately overcome with
awe, and they ran forward to greet him. ‘°He asked them, “What
are you arguing about with them?” *’Someone from the crowd
answered him, “Teacher, I brought you my son; he has a spirit
that makes him unable to speak; ‘*and whenever it seizes him, it
dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and
becomes rigid; and | asked your disciples to cast it out, but they
could not do so.” **He answered them, “You faithless generation,
how much longer must | be among you? How much longer must
I put up with you? Bring him to me.” ’And they brought the boy
to him. When the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the
boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the
mouth. “*Jesus asked the father, “How long has this been
happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. ?’It has often
cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if
you are able to do anything, have pity on us and help us.” **Jesus
said to him, “If you are able! —All things can be done for the
one who believes.” “Immediately the father of the child cried
out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” *When Jesus saw that a
crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit,
saying to it, “You spirit that keeps this boy from speaking and
hearing, | command you, come out of him, and never enter him
again!” “°After crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came
out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said,
“He is dead.” ?’But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up,
and he was able to stand. *?When he had entered the house, his
disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it

out?” *’He said to them, “This kind can come out only through
prayer.”



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

Today: September 15t

17" Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-Adult SS

9:15-Rally Sunday

1%t Day of Youth SS
9:30-Coffee Fellowship
10:30-Worhip w/Communion
& Teacher Installation
11:30-Pot Luck BBQ

3:00-4H Club Meeting
4:00-Laurens Care Center Svc
6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
Tuesday: September 17t
8:30-Prayer Group
9:30-Tuesday Coffee @ BLC
6:30-CPR Class

Wednesday: September 18®
7:00-Confirmation Class w/Parents

Thursday: September 19t
9:00-Circle Group @ BLC
Saturday: September 21
IMD Convocation Plainfield, 1A
Sunday: September 22"

18" Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-Adult SS

9:15-Youth SS

9:30-Coffee Fellowship
6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
Mon-Thurs: September 23-26
Pastor gone to Society of Holy
Trinity General Chapter Retreat
@ Mundelein, IL

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home
residents, lowa storm/flood victims, those suffering any illness, Bill Belt,
Warren Hawk, Janelle Mason, Linda Galbraith, Tim Burton, Desiree Welty,
Roberta Baker, Velma Woodke, Pastor John Mayer, Pete Runneberg, Elizabeth
Dunbar, Monica Isom, Don Ehlers, Lisa Anderson, Ely Kleszczelski, Bill
Alexander, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Pastor James Puotyual, Carol Schmidt,
Gloria Bell, Cenon Zarzoso, Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen. Our youth,
parents & teachers, our military & missionaries. Family of Jeannie Meyer
Lector: Kelly Gordon
Ushers: September 15M-Julian Johnsen Family

September 22" -Kelly & Dawn Gordon
Acolytes: Bethany Youth
Weekly Budget Needs: $2817.00
Faith Promise $980.00
Youth SS

Worship 43
Adult SS

Birthdays: 9-17-Alex Runneberg; 18-Ethan Baumeister, 19-
Lenora Meyer

Anniversaries: September 15 — Doug & Becky Baker: 9-18-Allen
& Theresa Sandvig

*Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is
located under the pew in front of you.
Altar Flowers:

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are able)
ORDER OF THE SERVICE

PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP OF PRAYER & MEDITATION

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS P.56
*HYMN Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus LBW 389
*GREETING P.57
*KYRIE P.57
*HYMN OF PRAISE P.60

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)
MEDITATION ON GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING: lsaiah 50:4-10

PSALM: Psalm 116:1-9

SECOND READING: Jame 3:1-12

(bulletin — responsively)

*ALLELUIA VERSE P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 9:14-29
*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63
CHILDREN’S SERMON-Noisy Offering
SERMON Pastor David Klappenbach
HYMN O Master Let Me Walk with You LBW 492
NICENE CREED P.64
TEACHER INSTALLATION
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: “...Lord, in your mercy.”

Response: “hear our prayer.”
*THE PEACE
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
OFFERING / *OFFERTORY P.66
*OFFERTORY PRAYER P.67
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING P.67
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.71
*LAMB OF GOD p.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
*BLESSING p.72
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE p.72
*BENEDICTION P.76
*HYMN  Lift High the Cross LBW 377
*DISMISSAL

September 15, 2024
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, IA 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181
Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com
Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350 Home 712-841-2532
Shirley McKiernan, Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service. We are
happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for
the opportunity to meet you. We invite you to complete the
visitor card in front of you. Please come again!

Welcome to our Communion Sunday Service.

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is
truly present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for
the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. We are happy to have
you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to
meet you. We invite you to complete the Communion/Visitor card
in front of you. Please come again!



