PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your
glory among the nations. Preserve the works of your mercy, that
your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast
faith in the confession of your name; through your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

10 The lover of money will not be satisfied with money;
nor the lover of wealth, with gain. This also is

vanity.11 When goods increase, those who eat them
increase; and what gain has their owner but to see them
with his eyes?12 Sweet is the sleep of labourers,
whether they eat little or much; but the surfeit of the
rich will not let them sleep. 13 There is a grievousiill
that I have seen under the sun: riches were kept by
their owners to their hurt, *and those riches were lost in
a bad venture; though they are parents of children, they
have nothing in their hands. '°As they came from their
mother’'s womb, so they shall go again, naked as they
came; they shall take nothing for their toil, which they
may carry away with their hands. '°This also is a
grievous ill: just as they came, so shall they go; and
what gain do they have from toiling for the

wind? '/Besides, all their days they eat in darkness, in
much vexation and sickness and resentment. 18 This is
what I have seen to be good: it is fitting to eat and drink
and find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils
under the sun the few days of the life God gives us; for
this is our lot. °Likewise all to whom God gives wealth
and possessions and whom he enables to enjoy them,
and to accept their lot and find enjoyment in their toil—
this is the gift of God. ?°For they will scarcely brood over
the days of their lives, because God keeps them
occupied with the joy of their hearts.

PSALM: Psalm 119:9-16

° How can young people keep their way pure? By
guarding it according to your word.

12 with my whole heart I seek you; do not let me
stray from your commandments.

1T treasure your word in my heart, so that I may not
sin against you.

12 Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes.

13 With my lips I declare all the ordinances of your
mouth.

14 T delight in the way of your decrees as much as
in all riches.

1> T will meditate on your precepts, and fix my eyes on
your ways.

16 T will delight in your statutes; I will not forget
your word.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:1-13, (14-16)

4Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest is still
open, let us take care that none of you should seem to
have failed to reach it. *For indeed the good news came
to us just as to them; but the message they heard did
not benefit them, because they were not united by faith
with those who listened. *For we who have believed
enter that rest, just as God has said, ‘As in my anger I
swore, “They shall not enter my rest” ’, though his
works were finished at the foundation of the world. “For
in one place it speaks about the seventh day as follows:
‘And God rested on the seventh day from all his
works.’ >And again in this place it says, ‘They shall not
enter my rest.’ °Since therefore it remains open for
some to enter it, and those who formerly received the
good news failed to enter because of

disobedience, “again he sets a certain day—'today’'—
saying through David much later, in the words already
quoted, ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your
hearts.’ 8For if Joshua had given them rest, God would
not speak later about another day. °So then, a sabbath
rest still remains for the people of God; '°for those who
enter God’s rest also cease from their labours as God did
from his. ''Let us therefore make every effort to enter
that rest, so that no one may fall through such
disobedience as theirs. 12 Indeed, the word of God is
living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from
marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions
of the heart. '*And before him no creature is hidden, but
all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to
whom we must render an account.14 Since, then, we
have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our
confession. °For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have
one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet
without sin. °Let us therefore approach the throne of
grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.

GOSPEL: Mark 10:23-31

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it
will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” **And
the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them
again, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! %It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” *®They were greatly
astounded and said to one another, ‘Then who can be saved?’ ?'Jesus
looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but not for God,
for God all things are possible.’28 Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we
have left everything and followed you.” **Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you,
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good
news, ®who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses,
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. **But many who are
first will be last, and the last will be first.’



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

Today: Sunday: October 20
21" Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-Adult SS

9:15-Youth SS

9:30-Coffee Fellowship 9:15-Youth SS
10:30-Worship w/Communion, 9:30-Coffee Fellowship

SS Sing 10:30-Worship w/Communion
11:30 Potluck 6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
4:00-4H Group Mtg

6:00-Bethany Prayer Group

Tuesday: October 22nd

8:30-Prayer Group

9:30-Tuesday Coffee @ BLC

Wednesday: October 23™

7:00-Confirmation

Sunday: October 27%
Reformation Sunday

22" Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-Adult SS

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing
home residents, lowa storm/flood victims, those suffering any illness,
Dorothy Smith, Pastor Barbara Wills, Pastor Amy Little, John Hawley,
Bill & Darlene Belt, Janelle Mason, Warren Hawk, Linda Galbraith,
Tim Burton, Desiree Welty, Roberta Baker, Pastor John Mayer, Pete
Runneberg, Elizabeth Dunbar, Monica Isom, Don Ehlers, Lisa
Anderson, Ely Kleszczelski, Bill Alexander, Eli Honer, Dorothy
Sandvig, Pastor James Puotyual, Carol Schmidt, Gloria Bell, Cenon
Zarzoso, Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen. Our youth, parents &
teachers, our military & missionaries.

Lector: Rich Ehlers

Ushers: Jim & Denise Hodgell
Rich & Marilyn Ehlers

Acolytes: Bethany Youth

Weekly Budget Needs: $2817.00
Faith Promise $1417.51 Worship 42
Sunday School $8.00 Adult SS8 Youth SS 15

Birthdays: October 20-Elaine Anderson, Ryan Hudson, 26-
Theresa Sandvig

*Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is
located under the pew in front of you.

Altar Flowers:

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are able)
ORDER OF THE SERVICE

PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEMPLE TALK Rich Ehlers
WORSHIP OF PRAYER & MEDITATION

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS P.56
*HYMN Take My Life, that | May Be LBW 406
*GREETING p.57
*KYRIE p.57
*HYMN OF PRAISE P.60

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)
MEDITATION ON GOD’S WORD

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

PSALM: Psalm 119:9-16 (bulletin — responsively)
SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:1-13, (14-16)

*ALLELUIA VERSE P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 10:23-31
*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63
CHILDREN’S SERMON-
SERMON Pastor David Klappenbach
HYMN We Give Thee but Thine Own LBW 410
NICENE CREED P.64
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: “...Lord, in your mercy.”

Response: “hear our prayer.”
*THE PEACE
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
OFFERING / *OFFERTORY P.66
*OFFERTORY PRAYER P.67
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING P.67
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.71
*LAMB OF GOD p.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
*BLESSING p.72
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE p.72
*BENEDICTION P.76
*HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory LBW 415
*DISMISSAL

October 20, 2024
Twenty Second Sunday after Pentecost

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, IA 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181
Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com
Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350 Home 712-841-2532
Shirley McKiernan, Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service. We are
happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for
the opportunity to meet you. We invite you to complete the
visitor card in front of you. Please come again!

Welcome to our Communion Sunday Service.

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is
truly present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for
the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. We are happy to have
you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to
meet you. We invite you to complete the Communion/Visitor card
in front of you. Please come again!



