PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, mercifully receive the prayers of your
people. Help us to see and understand the things we
ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-8

°Thus says the LORD: Cursed are those who trust in mere
mortals and make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts
turn away from the LorD. °They shall be like a shrub in
the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They
shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an
uninhabited salt land. ‘Blessed are those who trust in

the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. “They shall be like a
tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall
stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it
does not cease to bear fruit.

PSALM: Psalm 1

'Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the
wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the
seat of scoffers;

put their delight is in the law of the LoRD, and on his
law they meditate day and night.

*They are like trees planted by streams of water, which
yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not
wither. In all that they do, they prosper.

“The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the
wind drives away.

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor
sinners in the congregation of the righteous;

®for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-20

15Now | would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the
good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn
received, in which also you stand, “through which also
you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message
that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to
believe in vain. *For | handed on to you as of first
importance what | in turn had received: that Christ died
for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, “and that
he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the scriptures, “and that he appeared to
Cephas, then to the twelve. °Then he appeared to more
than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most
of whom are still alive, though some have died. ‘"Then he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. °Last of all, as
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. °For | am
the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle,
because | persecuted the church of God. ‘°But by the
grace of God | am what | am, and his grace toward me
has not been in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder
than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of
God that is with me. **Whether then it was | or they, so
we proclaim and so you have come to believe."’Now if
Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can
some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? “°If
there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not
been raised; *“and if Christ has not been raised, then our
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in
vain. ®We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom

he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not

raised. ‘°For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has
not been raised. *’If Christ has not been raised, your faith
is futile and you are still in your sins. **Then those also
who have died in Christ have perished. ‘°If for this life
only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most
to be pitied.?’But in fact Christ has been raised from the
dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

GOSPEL: Luke 6:17-26

"He came down with them and stood on a level place,
with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude
of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of
Tyre and Sidon. **They had come to hear him and to be
healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled
with unclean spirits were cured. **And all in the crowd
were trying to touch him, for power came out from him
and healed all of them.?°Then he looked up at his
disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God. **“Blessed are you who are
hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are you who
weep now, for you will laugh. *“Blessed are you when
people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you,
and defame you on account of the Son of Man. *’Rejoice
in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is
great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets. *“But woe to you who are rich, for you have
received your consolation. “>“Woe to you who are full
now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are
laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. **“Woe to
you when all speak well of you, for that is what their
ancestors did to the false prophets.



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

Sunday: February 25t
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
9:15-Adult SS

Today: February 16™
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
9:15-Adult SS

9:15-Youth SS 9:15-Youth SS
9:30-Coffee Fellowship 9:30-Coffee Fellowship
10:30-Worship w/Communion  10:30-Worship

SS Sing, 6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
11:30-Potluck

4:00-4-H Club Mtg

4:00-Laurens Care Center Svc

6:00-Bethany Prayer Group

Tuesday: February 18t

8:30-Prayer Group

9:30-Tuesday Coffee @ BLC

Wednesday: February 19

7:00-Confirmation

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing
home residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness,
Cenon Zarzoso, John Wills, Tami Hawk, Don DeHaan, Dorothy
Smith, Janelle Mason, Linda Galbraith, Tim Burton, Desiree Welty,
Roberta Baker, Pastor John Mayer, Elizabeth Dunbar, Monica Isom,
Don Ehlers, Bill Alexander, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Pastor
James Puotyual, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen. Our
youth, parents & teachers, our military & missionaries.

Lector: Raelyn Johnsen

Ushers: February 16-Jean Swanson & Tammy Oxenreider
February 23-Dean & Eloise Armstrong

Acolytes: Bethany Youth

Weekly Budget Needs: $2817.00
Faith Promise $1684.00
Sunday School $9.00

Worship 37

Adult SS 5 Youth SS 5

Birthdays: February 16-Jim Van Sickle, 17-Cole Runneberg,
Brooke Seiler, Ethan Runneberg; 20-Katy
Rolling

*Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is located
under the pew in front of you.
Altar Flowers:

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are able)
ORDER OF THE SERVICE

PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP OF PRAYER & MEDITATION

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS P.56
*HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word LBW 248
*GREETING P.57
*KYRIE P.57
*HYMN OF PRAISE P.60

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)
MEDITATION ON GOD’S WORD

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-8
PSALM: Psalm1

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-20

(bulletin — responsively)

*ALLELUIA VERSE P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 6:17-26
*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63

CHILDREN’S SERMON- SS Sing

HYMN I Know that My Redeemer Lives LBW 352 (Vs 1-4)

SERMON Pastor David Klappenbach
HYMN | Know that My Redeemer Lives LBW 352 (Vs 5-8)
NICENE CREED P.64
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: “...Lord, in your mercy.”

Response: “hear our prayer.”
*THE PEACE
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
OFFERING / *OFFERTORY P.66
*OFFERTORY PRAYER P.67
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING P.67
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.71
*LAMB OF GOD P.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
*BLESSING p.72
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE p.72
*BENEDICTION P.76
*HYMN  God of Grace and God of Glory LBW 415
*DISMISSAL

February 16, 2025
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, IA 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181
Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com
Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350 Home 712-841-2532
Shirley McKiernan, Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service. We are
happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for
the opportunity to meet you. We invite you to complete the
visitor card in front of you. Please come again!

Welcome to our Communion Sunday Service.

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is
truly present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for
the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. We are happy to have
you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to
meet you. We invite you to complete the Communion/Visitor card
in front of you. Please come again!



