PRAYER OF THE DAY:

God of all mercy, by your power to heal and to forgive,
graciously cleanse us from all sin and make us strong;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God , now and
forever.

First Reading: Isaiah 12:1-6

Yyou will say in that day: 1 will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me, your anger turned away,
and you comforted me. “Surely God is my salvation; 1 will
trust, and will not be afraid, for the LOrRD Gob is my strength
and my might; he has become my salvation. *With joy you
will draw water from the wells of salvation.”And you will say
in that day: Give thanks to the LorD, call on his name; make
known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his name is
exalted. °Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth. °Shout aloud and sing for
joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of
Israel.

Psalm: Psalm 32

'Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin
is covered.

’Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

*While | kept silence, my body wasted away through my
groaning all day long.

“For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my
strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

°Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my
iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to
the LORD,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah

*Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a
time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach
them.

"You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. Selah

1 will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; |
will counsel you with my eye upon you.

°Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will
not stay near you.

“Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love
surrounds those who trust in the LORD.

''Be glad in the Lorp and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for
joy, all you upright in heart.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

®From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a
human point of view, we know him no longer in that

way. *'So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! **All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; *’that is, in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. *°So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God. “*For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

15Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to
him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” °So he told them
this parable:*'Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two

sons. ?The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property
between them. *A few days later the younger son gathered all he had
and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property
in dissolute living. ““When he had spent everything, a severe famine
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. **So he
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. ‘°He would gladly have filled
himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything. 'But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am
dying of hunger! *éI will get up and go to my father, and | will say to
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; *°I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.” ?°So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put
his arms around him and kissed him. ?'Then the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.” ?’But the father said to his slaves,
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 2>And get the fatted calf and kill it,
and let us eat and celebrate; ?*for this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate. >*“Now
his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. *°He called one of the slaves and
asked what was going on. ?’He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe
and sound.” **Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father
came out and began to plead with him. ?°But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you,
and | have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given
me even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. *°But
when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” **Then the father
said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. *?But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

Today: March 30
Fourth Sunday in Lent
9:15- Adult SS
9:15-Youth SS

Wednesday: April 2
11:30-Lenten Luncheon @ UMC
5:30-Lenten Soup Supper
6:30-Lenten Evening Service
9:30-Coffee Fellowship Saturday: April 5
10:30-Worship 8:00-Mens Group
4:00-Laurens Care Center Svc Sunday: April 6™
6:00-Betnay Prayer Group Fifth Sunday in Lent
Monday: March 31t 9:15 Adult- SS

4:00-W/M mtg 9:15-Youth SS

7:00-Handbell Rehearsal 9:30-Coffee Fellowship
Tuesday: April 1% 10:30-Worship w/Communion
8:30-Prayer Group 6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
9:30-Morning Coffee @ BLC

7:00-Confirmation

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home
residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness, Myra
Reese, Tammy Hawk, John Wills, Don & Brenda DeHaan, Dorothy
Smith, Janelle Mason, Tim Burton, Desiree Welty, Roberta Baker,
Pastor John Mayer, Elizabeth Dunbar, Monica Isom, Don Ehlers, Bill
Alexander, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge,
Patricia Bentsen. Our youth, parents & teachers, our military &
missionaries.
Lectors: Pat Boughey
Ushers: March 30-Rich & Marilyn Ehlers

April 6" -Myles & Shirley Pedersen
Acolytes: Bethany Youth
Weekly Budget Needs: $2817.00
Faith Promise $4130.00 Worship 39
Sunday School $10.00  Youth SS 11 Adult SS 6
Lenten Soup Supper $44.0 Lent $130.00 Lenten Worship 26

Birthdays: April 1-Linda Galbraith, Elizabeth Runneberg,
2-Julian Johnsen; 3-Shirley Pedersen
Anniversaries: March 31-Tom & Elaine Anderson

***Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is located under the
pew in front of you.

Altar Flowers:

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (as able)
ORDER OF THE SERVICE

PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP OF PRAYER & MEDITATION

*CONFESSION P.56
*HYMN Softly and Tenderly CH 479
*GREETING P.57
*KYRIE pP.57

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)

MEDITATION ON GOD’S WORD
Lenten Reading "~ Jesus’s Mother
Pat Boughey
FIRST READING: Isaiah 12:1-6
Psalm: Psalm 32 (bulletin — responsively)
SECOND READING: 2Corinthians 5:16-21

Lenten Sentence P.63
*THE HOLY GOSPEL.: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor David Klappenbach
HYMN  In the Cross of Christ | Glory LBW 104
APOSTLES’ CREED P.65
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD

OFFERING

*QOffertory Psalm P.75
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: ...Lord in your mercy
Response: Hear our prayer.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.71
OUR SENDING

*BENEDICTION

*HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound LBW 448
*DISMISSAL

March 30, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Lent

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, A 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181
Email: bethanynalc@laurens-ia.com
Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350 Home 712-841-2532
Shirley Mc Kiernan Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service.
We are happy to have you sharing in our worship
service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.
We invite you to complete the visitor card in front
of you and give to an usher. Please come again!

We are a
Christ-Centered
Mission-Driven

Traditionally-Grounded
Congregationally-Focused
Church.



