[bookmark: _Hlk161131007]PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the hinderance of our sins and  make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever

[bookmark: _Hlk515348247][bookmark: _Hlk519237684]FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-17
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.17The LORD will bring on you and on your people and on your ancestral house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”
 PSALM: Psalm 24
1The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it;
2for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.
3Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place?
4Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully.
5They will receive blessing from the LORD, and vindication from the God of their salvation.
6Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
7Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
8Who is the King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle.
9Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in.
10Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. 
SECOND  READING: Romans 1:1-7
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.




THIS WEEK AT BETHANY
Today: December 21st  	Sunday December 28th 
Fourth Sunday of Advent	First Sunday after 
9:15-Adult SS			Christmas
9:30-Coffee Fellowship		No Adult or Youth SS
10:30-Worship w/Communion	9:30-Coffee Fellowship
11:30-Potluck			10:30-Worship
Bethany Prayer Group after	11:45BethanyPrayer Group
Potluck				Thursday: January 1st	
Tuesday: December 23rd  	Have a Blessed NewYear
8:30-Prayer Group		
9:30-Tuesday Coffee @ BLC
Wednesday: December 24th
5:30-Christmas Eve Candlelight &
Communion Service
Thursday: December 25th
Christmas Day/Nativity of Our Lord
Thursday: December 25th -January 2nd]0
Pastor and family on vacation 




















[bookmark: _Hlk204328382][bookmark: m_-3313471537119798571__Hlk126868716]Prayer Concerns:   Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness Pat Boughey, Tom Shewell, Mary Roat, Todd & Elizabeth Woods,  Myles Pedersen,  Pastor John Mayer,  Monica Isom, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen.  Our youth, parents & teachers, our military & Missionaries
Lectors:		Tom Shewell		
Ushers: 		December 21st -Julian Johnsen Family  	
		`	December 24th -Dean & Eloise Armstrong
Acolytes:		Bethany Youth
Weekly Budget Needs: $2817.00
Faith Promise $975.00	Worship 40  Adult SS 4     Youth SS 11
Sunday School $7.75          Thank Offering $100.00     Christmas $100	
Birthdays: December 22- Bruce Pedersen
 



 *Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is located under the pew in front of you.
Altar Flowers:
An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are able)
ORDER OF THE SERVICE
PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 		    P.56                           
*HYMN   O Little Town of Bethlehem              LBW 41
*GREETING						    P.57
*KYRIE                                                                          P.57          
*PRAYER OF THE DAY                  (bulletin-in unison)
ADVENT READING                       Tom Shewell	         
FIRST READING:   Isaiah 7:10-17
PSALM: 	Psalm 24                (bulletin -responsively)
SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7		            
*ALLELUIA VERSE                                                 P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Matthew 1:18-25    
*GOSPEL RESPONSES                                            P.63
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON                            Pastor David Klappenbach
HYMN   Once in Royal Davids City                    CH 286   
NICENE CREED	          	                 	               P.64
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
	Leader:  “…Lord, in your mercy.”
	Response:  “hear our prayer.”
*THE PEACE
OFFERING / *OFFERTORY                                    P.66
*OFFERTORY PRAYER                                          P.73
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                             P.68
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION   		               P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER                                          P.71
*LAMB OF GOD                                                       P.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
BLESSING                                		               P.72
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 	               P.73
*BENEDICTION                                                        P.76
*HYMN    What Child Is This                            LBW 40     
*DISMISSAL
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Fourth Sunday of Advent
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WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151                                  
Laurens, IA  50554                                                                            Ph. 712-841-2181 
Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com  
Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350   Home 712-841-2532
                           
  Shirley McKiernan, Organist
[bookmark: _Hlk41642738]Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

  To our visitors!  Welcome to our Sunday Service.  We are happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.  We invite you to complete the visitor card in front of you.  Please come again!

Welcome to our Communion Sunday Service.  
All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is truly present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  We are happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.  We invite you to complete the Communion/Visitor card in front of you.  Please come again!
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