
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

 

O God, you know that we cannot withstand the dangers which 

surround us. Strengthen us in body and spirit so that with your 

help, we may be able to overcome the weakness that our sin has 

brought upon us; through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord. 

First Reading:  Micah 6:1-8 

6Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before 

the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2Hear, 

you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you 

enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a 

controversy with his people, and he will contend with 

Israel. 3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what 

have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I brought you up 

from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the 

house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, 

and Miriam. 5O my people, remember now what King 

Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 

answered him, and what happened from Shittim to 

Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of 

the LORD.”6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 

before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year 

old? 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 

firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for 

the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal, what is 

good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 

your God? 

Psalm:  Psalm 15 

1O LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell 

on your holy hill? 

2Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, 

and speak the truth from their heart; 

3who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to 

their friends, nor take up a reproach against their 

neighbors; 

4in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who 

honor those who fear the LORD; who stand by their 

oath even to their hurt; 

5who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a 

bribe against the innocent. Those who do these things 

shall never be moved. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the 

wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 

discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is 

wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 

age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 

not know God through wisdom, God decided, through 

the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 

believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those 

who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 

foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 26Consider 

your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 

were wise by human standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God 

chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things 

that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of 

God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 

became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is 

written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:1-12 

5When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; 

and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then 

he began to speak, and taught them, saying:3“Blessed 

are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 

the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled. 7“Blessed are the 

merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the 

pure in heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

 



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns:   Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing 

home residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any 

illness, Shannon Hersom, Pat Boughey, Tom Shewell, Mary Roat, 

Todd & Elizabeth Wood, Jerry Runneberg, Myles Pedersen, 

Pastor John Mayer, Monica Isom, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, 

Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen.  Our youth, parents & 

teachers, our military & missionaries.  

Lectors:                  Rich Ehlers 
Ushers:          February 1-Jim & Denise Hodgell 

         February 8-Tom & Rhonda Shewell 

Acolytes:   Bethany Youth  
Weekly Budget Needs: $2817.00 

Faith Promise $ 1020.     Worship 32  

Sunday School $ 7.00  SS  9  Adult SS 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
***Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is 
located under the pew in front of you. 

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are 

able) 

ORDER OF THE SERVICE 

PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL  

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                      P.56                            

*HYMN  Son of God, Eternal Savior                         LBW 364  

*GREETING                                                                        P.57  

*KYRIE                                                                                P.57   

*HYMN OF PRAISE                                                P.60 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY                            (bulletin-in unison) 

FIRST READING:  Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm:  Psalm 15                                  (bulletin – responsively) 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

*ALLELUIA VERSE                                                           P.62 

*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 5:1-12                           

*GOSPEL RESPONSES                                    P.63 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON                                      Pastor David Klappenbach                          

HYMN  O God of Mercy, God of Light                      LBW 425 

NICENE CREED                       P64 

Installation of Church Council 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Leader:  “…Lord, in your mercy.” 

 Response:  “hear our prayer.” 

*THE PEACE 

OFFERING / *OFFERTORY                                              P.66 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                    P.67 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                       P.68 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION                        P.69 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                    P.71 

*LAMB OF GOD                                                                 P.72 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

BLESSING                                                     P.72 

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                                 P.72 

*BENEDICTION                                                                 P.76 

*HYMN      Lift High the Cross                                  LBW 377   

*DISMISSAL 

    

 

 

February 1, 2026 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 
          WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT           

TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 

 

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151                                   

Laurens, IA  50554                                                                                        

Ph. 712-841-2181  

    Email: bethanynalc@laurens-ia.com                                                                                                       
 Pastor David Klappenbach 

Cell 419-603-8350   Home 712-841-2532         

      Shirley Mc Kiernan Organist     
          Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

To our visitors!  Welcome to our Sunday Service.  

We are happy to have you sharing in our worship 

service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.  

We invite you to complete the visitor card in front 

of you and give to an usher.  Please come again! 

We are a 

Christ-Centered  

Mission-Driven   

Traditionally-Grounded  

Congregationally-Focused 

               Church. 

Today: February 1st  Sunday: February 8th  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

9:30-Adult SS/Youth SS  9:30-Adult SS/Youth SS 

9:30-Coffee Fellowship  9:30-Coffee Fellowship  

10:30-Worship w/Communion 10:30-Worship w/Communion  

Installation of the Council  11:45-Bethany Prayer Group 

11:45-Bethany Prayer Group 4:00-Laurens Care Center 

Monday: February 2nd  Service 

4:00-W/M Mtg 

Tuesday: February 3rd   

8:30-Prayer Group  

9:30-Morning Coffee @ BLC 

Wednesday: February 4th  

8:30-Matins & a Meal 

7:00-Confirmation 

Saturday: February 7th 

8:00AM-Men’s Group    

  

 

 

Birthdays:  February 7th -Scott Pedersen 
Anniversary: February 5th -John & Marci Runneberg 
 


