[bookmark: _Hlk532286240][bookmark: _Hlk72221992]PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world, rescuing us hopeless from the hopelessness of death. Grant your faithful people a share of the joys that are eternal. Through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lords, who live and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

[bookmark: _Hlk515348247][bookmark: _Hlk11397215][bookmark: _Hlk519237684]FIRST READING:  Acts 2:13a, 36-41
13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”36Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.
[bookmark: _Hlk525286093]PSALM:  Psalm 116:1-14
1I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my supplications.
2Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish.
4Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, save my life!”
5Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful.
6The LORD protects the simple; when I was brought low, he saved me.
7Return, O my soul, to your rest, for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.
8For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
9I walk before the LORD in the land of the living.
10I kept my faith, even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted”;
11I said in my consternation, “Everyone is a liar.”
12What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me?
13I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD,
14I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.
SECOND  READING: 1 Peter 1:17-25
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.24For “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25but the word of the Lord endures forever.” That word is the good news that was announced to you.

GOSPEL:  Luke 24:13-35
13Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
THIS WEEK AT BETHANY
Today: April 19th  		Sunday; April 26th 
Third Sunday of Easter		Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:15-Adult SS/ Youth SS		9:15-Adult SS/ Youth SS
9:30-Coffee Fellowship		9:30-Coffee Fellowship
10:30-Worship w/communion	10:30-Worship
/SS Sing/Noisy Offering		4:00-4H Club Mtg
11:30-Potluck			6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
6:00-Bethany Prayer Group	Monday: April 27th 
April 20-22 			4:00-W/M Mtg
Pastor gone to STS in Schyuler, NE	7:00-Hand Bell Rehearsal
Tuesday: April 21st 
8:30-Prayer Group			
9:30-Tuesday Coffee @ BLC
Wednesday: April 22nd 
7:00-Confirmation
Saturday: April 25th 
9:00-IMD Council Mtg Mason City
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[bookmark: m_-6685639009249531852__Hlk126868716]Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness, Rita Schmidt, Roger Shulz, Marie Rogers, Jeanette Jardee, Shannon Hersom, Pat Boughey, Mary Roat, Todd & Elizabeth Wood, Jerry Runneberg, Myles Pedersen, Pastor John Mayer, Monica Isom, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen.  Our youth, parents & teachers, our military & missionaries. 
Lectors:		Tom Anderson
Ushers:  		April 19-Julian Johnsen & Family
			April 29-Tom & Rhonda Shewell
Acolytes:  	Bethany Youth
Weekly Budget Needs:  $2817.00
Faith Promise $	363.00      	Worship 20        
SS 7        Adult SS  0
Easter $100.00		Sunday School $10.25			        
Birthdays: April 23-Pastor Scott Baker
Anniversaries:  April 24-Ken & Donna Sindergard




***Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is located under the pew in front of you.
Alter Flowers
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ORDER OF THE SERVICE
PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL / 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                             P.56
*HYMN    Christ is Risen! Alleluia!                    LBW 131
*GREETING                                                                  P.57 
*KYRIE                                                                          P.57
*HYMN OF PRAISE                                                     P.60
*PRAYER OF THE DAY                      (bulletin-in unison)
FIRST READING:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41
PSALM:     Psalm 116:1-14          (bulletin – responsively)
SECOND READING:   1 Peter 1:17-25	                   
*ALLELUA VERSE                                                      P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL:       Luke 24:13-35                                  
*GOSPEL RESPONSES                                                P.63
CHILDREN’S SERMON   SS sing
SERMON                                                 
HYMN   We Who Once were Dead                      LBW 207 
Nicene Creed	 	                                                     P64
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH			
	Leader:  “…Lord, in your mercy.”
	Response:  “hear our prayer.”
*THE PEACE
OFFERING                                                                     P.75                     
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                 P.68
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                        P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER                                              P.71
*LAMB OF GOD                                                           P.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
*BLESSING                                                                   P.72
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                             P.73                              
*BENEDICTION                                                          P.74
*HYMN   Sent Forth by God’s Blessing              LBW 221
*DISMISSAL  
*****************************************                      


		    
		    April 19, 2026
                   Third Sunday of Easter
            
WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151                                  
Laurens, IA  50554                                                                            Ph. 712-841-2181 
Email: bethanynalc@laurens-ia.com  
Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350   Home 712-841-2532                           
Shirley McKiernan, Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org


To our visitors!  Welcome to our Sunday Service.  We are happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.  We invite you to complete the visitor card in front of you and give to an usher.  Please come again!

We are a

Christ-Centered 
Mission-Driven  
Traditionally-Grounded 
Congregationally-Focused
Church
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