PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your only Son was taken up into heaven and in
power intercedes for us. May we also come into your presence
ad live forever in your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and forever.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:12-26

"°Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. “When
they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they
were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. '“All these were
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.'*In those days Peter stood up among the believers
(together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons)
and said, '°“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the
Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a
guide for those who arrested Jesus— '"for he was numbered among
us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” '*(Now this man
acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling
headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed
out. '°This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that
the field was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of
Blood.) **For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his
homestead become desolate, and let there be no one to live in it’;
and ‘Let another take his position of overseer.” >'So one of the men
who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, ’beginning from the baptism of John
until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” >*So they proposed
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and
Matthias. ““Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s
heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen *to take
the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned
aside to go to his own place.” *°And they cast lots for them, and the
lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10

'Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate
him flee before him.

2As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; as wax melts
before the fire, let the wicked perish before God.

‘But let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God,; let them
be jubilant with joy.

“Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who
rides upon the clouds—his name is the LORD— be exultant
before him.

SFather of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy
habitation.

°God gives the desolate a home to live in; he leads out the
prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious live in a parched
land.

’0 God, when you went out before your people, when you marched
through the wilderness.

Sthe earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain at the
presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the
God of Israel.

“Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; you restored
your heritage when it languished;

%your flock found a dwelling in it; in your goodness, O God,
you provided for the needy.

SECOND READING: 1Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11

"“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place
among you to test you, as though something strange were happening
to you. '“But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings,
so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is
revealed. '“If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are

blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is
resting on you. °But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a
criminal, or even as a mischief maker. '°Yet if any of you suffers as
a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because
you bear this name. '"For the time has come for judgment to begin
with the household of God; if it begins with us, what will be the end
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? '*And “If it is hard
for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and
the sinners?” '“Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with
God’s will entrust themselves to a faithful Creator, while continuing
to do good. “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 'Cast all your anxiety on
him, because he cares for you.*Discipline yourselves, keep alert.
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking
for someone to devour. “Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you
know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing
the same kinds of suffering.'’And after you have suffered for a little
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory
in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish
you. ''To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL: John 17:1-11

17After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son
may glorify you, *since you have given him authority over all
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. *And
this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. ‘I glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. °So now, Father, glorify
me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence
before the world existed.”’I have made your name known to those
whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave
them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; *for the words that you
gave to me [ have given to them, and they have received them and
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you
sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of
the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. '’All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been
glorified in them.'' And now I am no longer in the world, but they
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them
in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as
we are one.



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

Today: May 17"

Seventh Sunday of Easter
9:15-Adult SS/Youth SS Rite of Confirmation
9:30-Coffee Fellowship 9:30-Worship w/Communion
10:30-Worship w/Communion 10:30-Confirmation
11:30-Potluck Reception

6:00-Bethany Prayer Group 6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
Tuesday: May 19" Monday: May 25"
8:30-Prayer Group Memorial Day

9:30-Tuesday Coffee (@ BLC

Thursday: May 21*

2:00-Circle Group

***WORSHIP BEGINS AT 9:30AM ON MAY 24TH

Sunday: May 24"
Day of Pentecost

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing
home residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness,
Elaine Anderson, Rita Schmidt, Roger Shulz, Marie Rogers, Jeanette
Jardee, Shannon Hersom, Pat Boughey, Mary Roat, Todd & Elizabeth
Wood, Jerry Runneberg, Myles Pedersen, Pastor John Mayer, Monica
Isom, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia
Bentsen. Our youth, parents & teachers, our military & missionaries

Lector: Dean Armstrong
Ushers: May 17-Rich & Marilyn Ehlers

May 24-Michelle Gordon & Shirley Kruse
Acolytes: Bethany Youth

Weekly Budget Needs: $2817.00
Faith Promise $ 1137.00
Sunday School $10.00

Worship 43
Youth SS 12 Adult SS4

Birthdays: May 17-Cara Shimon; 19-Shawn Oxenreider;
22- Heidi Baker,

*Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is
located under the pew in front of you.

Altar Flowers:

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are able)

ORDER OF THE SERVICE
PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS P.56
*HYMN When the Morning Gilds the Skies LBW 546
*GREETING P.57
*KYRIE P.57
*HYMN OF PRAISE P.60
*PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)

FIRST READING: Acts 1:12-26
PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10
SECOND READING: 1Peter 4:12-19, 5:6-11

(bulletin — responsively)

*ALLELUIA VERSE P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 17:1-11
*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63
CHILDREN’S SERMON-
SERMON Pastor David Klappenbach
HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus LBW 439
NICENE CREED P.64
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: “...Lord, in your mercy.”

Response: “hear our prayer.”
*THE PEACE
OFFERING P.66
*OFFERTORY HYMN
*OFFERTORY PRAYER P.67
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING P.67
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.71
*LAMB OF GOD P.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
*BLESSING P.72
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE P.72
*BENEDICTION P.76
*HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns LBW 518

*DISMISSAL

May 17,2026
Seventh Sunday of Easter

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, IA 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181
Email: bethanynalc@laurens-ia.com
Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350 Home 712-841-2532
Shirley McKiernan, Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service. We are
happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for
the opportunity to meet you. We invite you to complete the
visitor card in front of you. Please come again!

Welcome to our Communion Sunday Service.

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is
truly present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for
the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. We are happy to have
you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to
meet you. We invite you to complete the Communion/Visitor card
in front of you. Please come again!



