PRAYER OF THE DAY

[bookmark: _Hlk139614638]O God, your ears are open always to the prayers of your servants. Open our hearts and minds to you, that we may live in harmony with your will and receive the gifts of your Spirit, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
[bookmark: _Hlk515348247][bookmark: _Hlk519237684]
FIRST READING:  Deuteronomy 7:6-9

6For you are a people holy to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 7It was not because you were more numerous than any other people that the LORD set his heart on you and chose you—for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8It was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath that he swore to your ancestors, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who maintains covenant loyalty with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations,

Psalm:  Psalm 125
1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.
2As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people, from this time on and forevermore.
3For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest on the land allotted to the righteous, so that the righteous might not stretch out their hands to do wrong.
4Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, and to those who are upright in their hearts.
5But those who turn aside to their own crooked ways the LORD will lead away with evildoers. Peace be upon Israel!
SECOND  READING:  Romans 8:28-39
28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:44-52
44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 







THIS WEEK AT BETHANYToday: July 26th  		Sunday: August 2nd  
9th Sunday after Pentecost	10th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30-Worship 			9:30-Worship w/Communion
10:30-Coffee Fellowship	10:30-Coffee Fellowship
6:00-Bethany Prayer Group	6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
Tuesday: Julyn 28th    	
9:30-Tuesday Coffee @ BLC
Saturday: August 1st 
8:00-Men’s Group	







/RINGING 







[bookmark: _Hlk141170442][bookmark: m_-6685639009249531852__Hlk126868716]Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness. Luke, Sorensen, Ireneo Zarzoso, Elaine Anderson, Roger Shulz, Marie Rogers, Jeanette Jardee, Shannon Hersom, Pat Boughey, Mary Roat, Todd & Elizabeth Wood, Myles Pedersen, Pastor John Mayer, Monica Isom, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen.  Our youth, parents & teachers, our military & missionaries    

[bookmark: _Hlk141170491]Lector:		Tom Shewell		
Ushers: 		July 26th -Jean Swanson & Tommy Oxenreider
			August 2nd -Rich & Marilyn Ehlers	
Acolytes: Bethany Youth
Weekly Budget & Worship Info:
Faith Promise $459.97		Worship 27  
[bookmark: m_-4495238239656503292__Hlk50580465]Birthdays: 7-27-Michael Hawley, Jamison Shimopn; 29-Raelyn Johnsen, Rhonda Shewell, Elli Cazares; 31-Jan Hersom, 
Anniversaries: 



 





*Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is located under the pew in front of you.


Altar Flowers: 
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ORDER OF SERVICE
PRELUDE/RINGING OF THE BELL
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                P.56
*HYMN   How Great Thou Art               LBW 532	
*GREETING                                                     P.57 
*KYRIE                                                    P.57-P.58 
*HYMN OF PRAISE                                       P.59
*PRAYER OF THE DAY        (bulletin-in unison)
FIRST READING:   Deuteronomy 7:6-9
PSALM:    Psalm 125      (bulletin – responsively)
SECOND READING: Romans 8:28-39
*ALLELUIA VERSE               	                       P.62                  
*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:44-52
*GOSPEL RESPONSES                                  P.63
SERMON                                             Rich Ehlers                                         
HYMN	Jesus, Priceless Treasure    LBW 458
APOSTLES CREED         	                       P.65
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
	Leader:  “…Lord, in your mercy.”
	Response:  “hear our prayer.”
*THE PEACE
OFFERING     
OFFERATORY PRAYER	                       P.75	
*The Lord’s Prayer		                 CH 631
*BENEDICTION                                                         
*HYMN Jesus, the Very Thought of You   LBW 316      
*DISMISSAL 
                             
		
  



            
           July 26, 2026
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
[bookmark: _Hlk52869609]
            WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT          
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151                                  
Laurens, IA  50554                                                                                        Ph. 712-841-2181 
    Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com                                                                                                       	Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350   Home 712-841-2532        
	     Shirley Mc Kiernan Organist    
          Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org
                                                                                                                                                                                
To our visitors!  Welcome to our Sunday Service.  We are happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.  We invite you to complete the visitor card in front of you and give to an usher.  Please come again!
We are a
Christ-Centered 
Mission-Driven  
Traditionally-Grounded 
Congregationally-Focused
               Church.
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