
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear 

than we are to pray, and to give more than we either desire or 

deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us 

those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 

good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the 

merit of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

First Reading:  Job 38:4-18 

4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if 

you have understanding. 5Who determined its measurements—surely 

you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? 6On what were its bases 

sunk, or who laid its cornerstone 7when the morning stars sang together 

and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 8“Or who shut in the sea 

with doors when it burst out from the womb?— 9when I made the clouds 

its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band, 10and prescribed 

bounds for it, and set bars and doors, 11and said, ‘Thus far shall you 

come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stopped’? 
12“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused 

the dawn to know its place, 13so that it might take hold of the skirts of 

the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it? 14It is changed like clay 

under the seal, and it is dyed like a garment. 15Light is withheld from the 

wicked, and their uplifted arm is broken. 16“Have you entered into the 

springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep? 17Have the 

gates of death been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep 

darkness? 18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, 

if you know all this. 

Psalm: Psalm 18:1-16 

1I love you, O LORD, my strength. 

2The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, my 

rock in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, 

my stronghold. 

3I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, so I shall be saved 

from my enemies. 

4The cords of death encompassed me; the torrents of perdition 

assailed me; 

5the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death confronted me. 

6In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I cried for help. 

From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his 

ears. 

7Then the earth reeled and rocked; the foundations also of the mountains 

trembled and quaked, because he was angry. 

8Smoke went up from his nostrils, and devouring fire from his 

mouth; glowing coals flamed forth from him. 

9He bowed the heavens, and came down; thick darkness was under his 

feet. 

10He rode on a cherub, and flew; he came swiftly upon the wings of 

the wind. 

11He made darkness his covering around him, his canopy thick clouds 

dark with water. 

12Out of the brightness before him there broke through his clouds 

hailstones and coals of fire. 

13The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Most High uttered his 

voice. 

14And he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; he flashed forth 

lightnings, and routed them. 

15Then the channels of the sea were seen, and the foundations of the 

world were laid bare at your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of 

your nostrils. 

16He reached down from on high, he took me; he drew me out of 

mighty waters. 

Second Reading: Romans 10:5-17 

5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 

that “the person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the 

righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 

‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or 

‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 

dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in 

your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you 

confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes 

with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and 

so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be 

put to shame.”12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the 

same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14But how 

are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are 

they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are 

they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to 

proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who bring good news!” 16But not all have obeyed the 

good news; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” 17So 

faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the 

word of Christ. 

Gospel:  Matthew 14:22-33 

22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to 

the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had 

dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, 

battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 

them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the 

sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 

terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come 

to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, 

started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he 

noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 

cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand 

and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in 

the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home 

residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness. Luke, 

Sorensen, Ireneo Zarzoso, Elaine Anderson, Roger Shulz, Marie Rogers, 

Jeanette Jardee, Shannon Hersom, Pat Boughey, Mary Roat, Todd & 

Elizabeth Wood, Myles Pedersen, Pastor John Mayer, Monica Isom, Eli 

Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia 

Bentsen.  Our youth, parents & teachers, our military & missionaries     
 

Lectors:      Tom Shewell 
Ushers:    August 9th-Julie Dawson & Michelle Gordon 

   August 16th- Dean & Eloise Armstrong  

 Acolytes:   Bethany Youth  

Weekly Budget Needs:  $ 

Faith Promise $1623.00  Worship 26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
***Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is 
located under the pew in front of you. 

 
Altar Flowers:  

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those 

who are able) 

ORDER OF THE SERVICE 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                P.56 

*HYMN   Lead Me, Guide Me                      insert 

*GREETING                                                     P.57  

*KYRIE                                                            P.57  

*HYMN OF PRAISE                                       P.59 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY        (bulletin-in unison) 

FIRST READING:   Job 38:4-18 

PSALM: Psalm 18:1-16  (bulletin–responsively) 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-17 

*ALLELUIA VERSE                                       P.62                   

*THE HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 14:22-33 

*GOSPEL RESPONSES                                  P.63 

SERMON                                         Tom Anderson                                                                            

HYMN Eternal Father Strong to Save    LBW 467 

APOSTLES CREED                                 P.65 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Leader:  “…Lord, in your mercy. 

 Response:  “hear our prayer.” 

*THE PEACE 

OFFERING      

OFFERATORY PRAYER                        P.75  

*The Lord’s Prayer                          P.71 

*BENEDICTION                                                          

*HYMN Precious Lord, Take My Hand   CH 684           

*DISMISSAL  

 

 

 

 

        

August 9, 2026 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
          WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT           

TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME 

 

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151                                   

Laurens, IA  50554                                                                                        

Ph. 712-841-2181  

    Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com                                                                                                       
 Pastor David Klappenbach 

Cell 419-603-8350   Home 712-841-2532         

      Shirley Mc Kiernan Organist     
          Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

To our visitors!  Welcome to our Sunday Service.  

We are happy to have you sharing in our worship 

service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.  

We invite you to complete the visitor card in front 

of you and give to an usher.  Please come again! 

We are a 

Christ-Centered  

Mission-Driven   

Traditionally-Grounded  

Congregationally-Focused 

               Church. 
 

Today: August 9th    Sunday: August 16th  

10th Sunday after Pentecost 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30-Worship   9:30-Worship w/Communion 

10:30-Coffee Fellowship 10:30-Coffee Fellowship 

6:00-Bethany Prayer Group 6:00-Bethany Prayer Group 

Monday: August 10th  

7:00-Handebell Rehearsal 

Tuesday: August 11th      

9:30-Tuesday Coffee @ BLC 

Wednesday: August 12th   

7:00-Council Meeting  

Birthdays: 8-12-Jean Swanson 
Anniversaries:  
 


