PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and leave no
one standing idle. Set us to our tasks in the work of your
kingdom and help us to order our lives by your wisdom;
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:6-9

°Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he
is near; 'let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous
their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have
mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my
ways, says the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts

than your thoughts.

PSALM: Psalm 27:1-9

! The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be
afraid?

> When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh—
my adversaries and foes— they shall stumble and fall.

 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident.

* One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: to live
in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the
beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.

° For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will
conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a
rock.

® Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will
sing and make melody to the LORD.

" Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer
me!

% «Come,” my heart says, ‘seek his face!” Your face, LORD, do
I seek.

’ Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away
in anger, you who have been my help. Do not cast me off, do not
forsake me, O God of my salvation!

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30

12 I want you to know, beloved, that what has happened to me
has actually helped to spread the gospel, '“so that it has become
known throughout the whole imperial guard and to everyone else
that my imprisonment is for Christ; '“and most of the brothers
and sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by my
imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and
without fear. '“for I know that through your prayers and the help
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will result in my deliverance. *’It
is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to shame
in any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, Christ
will be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or by
death. *'For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. “’If I am to
live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and I do not
know which I prefer. ’I am hard pressed between the two: my
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; “‘but
to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. **Since I am
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all
of you for your progress and joy in faith, “°so that I may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you
again.27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and
hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel, “*and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For
them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation.

And this is God’s doing. “’For he has graciously granted you the

privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him

as well— “’since you are having the same struggle that you saw [
had and now hear that I still have.

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16

20‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. “After
agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent
them into his vineyard. *“When he went out about nine o’clock,
he saw others standing idle in the market-place; “and he said to
them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you
whatever is right.” So they went. "When he went out again about
noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. °And about five
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he
said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” "They
said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard.” “When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers
and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going
to the first.” “When those hired about five o’clock came, each of
them received the usual daily wage. '"Now when the first came,
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. ''And when they received it, they
grumbled against the landowner, '“saying, “These last worked
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” '“But he
replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? '“Take what
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as |
give to you. "Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” '°So
the last will be first, and the first will be last.’



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

Sunday: September 19
17" Sunday after Pentecost
4:00-Worship w/Communion
Noisy Offering

5:00-Potluck

Monday: September 215
7:00-Hand Bell Rehearsal
Tuesday: September 22"
9:30-Morning Coffee @ BLC
Wednesday: September 23"
7:00-Confirmation

Sunday: September 27"
18" Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-Youth SS

9:30- Coftee Fellowship
10:30-Worship

6:00-Bethany Prayer Group

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home
residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness, Lucas
Sorensen, Myles & Shirley Pedersen, Kelly Gordon, Ireneo Zarzoso,
Pastor David Klappenbach, Elaine Anderson, Roger Schulz, Shannon
Hersom, Ken & Pat Boughey, Marie Rogers, Jeanette Jardee, Mary
Roat, Todd & Elizabeth Wood, Pastor John Mayer, Monica Isom, Eli
Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia
Bentsen. Our youth, parents & teachers, our military & missionaries.

Lector: Linda Bravo

Ushers: September 19%-Julian Johnsen Family
September 27"Kelly & Dawn Gordon

Acolytes:  Bethany Youth

Weekly Budget/Worship Info

Faith Promise $661.00 Worship 28

Birthdays; September 23-Marian Roberts; 24-Nick Zurek; 9-26-Ken
Boughey,
Anniversaries:

**¥*Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is located
under the pew in front of you.

Altar Flowers: .

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are
able)

PRELUDE / RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS P.56
*HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised LBW 503
*GREETING P.57
*KYRIE P.57-58
*HYMN OF PRAISE P.60
PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55
PSALM: Psalm 27:1-9:6-9
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30

*ALLELUA VERSE P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16

*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63
SERMON Pastor Matt Bahnfleth
HYMN Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling LBW 381
NICENE CREED P.64

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Leader: “...Lord, in your mercy.”
Response: ‘“‘hear our prayer.”

THE PEACE P.66
OFFERING / OFFERTORY P.66
OFFERTORY PRAYER P.67
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING P.68
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY P.69
*WORDS OF INSTIUTION P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.71
*LAMB OF GOD P.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE P.72
*BENEDICTION P.74
*HYMN Lord of All Hopefulness LBW 469
*DISMISSAL
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September 19, 2026
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, IA 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181
Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com

Shirley McKiernan, Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service. We are
happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for
the opportunity to meet you. We invite you to complete the
visitor card in front of you. Please come again!

Welcome to our Communion Sunday Service.

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is
truly present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for
the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. We are happy to have
you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to
meet you. We invite you to complete the Communion/Visitor card
in front of you. Please come again!



