PRAYER OF THE DAY

[bookmark: _Hlk20818705]God of love, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them; keep us from those things that harm us; and guide us in the way of salvation through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

[bookmark: _Hlk515348247][bookmark: _Hlk519237684]FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 18The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.                                
 PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10
1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
2O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult over me.
3Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.
6Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
7Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!
8Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
SECOND  READING: Philippians 2:1-18
2If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.14Do all things without murmuring and arguing, 15so that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine like stars in the world. 16It is by your holding fast to the word of life that I can boast on the day of Christ that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17But even if I am being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you— 18and in the same way you also must be glad and rejoice with me.
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32
23When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

THIS WEEK AT BETHANY
Today: September 27th   		Sunday: October 4th  
18th  Sunday after Pentecost		19th Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-Youth SS			9:30-Youth SS
9:30- Coffee Fellowship	9:30- Coffee Fellowship
[bookmark: _Hlk146608475]10:30-Worship w/Communion	10:30-Worship
6:00-Bethany Prayer Group		6:00-Bethany Prayer Group
Monday: September 28th 
7:00-Handbell Rehearsal
Tuesday: September 29th		
9:30-Morning Coffee @ BLC		
Wednesday: September 30th 
7:00-Confirmation class












[bookmark: m_-3975406216538945324__Hlk58518134][bookmark: m_-3975406216538945324__Hlk126868716]Prayer Concerns:  Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing home residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any illness, Lucas Sorensen, Myles & Shirley Pedersen, Kelly Gordon, Ireneo Zarzoso, Pastor David Klappenbach, Elaine Anderson, Roger Schulz, Shannon Hersom, Ken & Pat Boughey, Marie Rogers, Jeanette Jardee, Mary Roat, Todd & Elizabeth Wood, Pastor John Mayer, Monica Isom, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig, Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen.  Our youth, parents & teachers, our military & missionaries
Lectors:		Vicki Fontenot			
Ushers: 		September 27th-Kelly & Dawn Gordon
			October 4th  -Tom & Rhonda Shewell
Acolytes:  	Bethany Youth

Weekly Budget & Worship Info
[bookmark: m_-8445056105170824498__Hlk110541111][bookmark: m_-8445056105170824498__Hlk36150365]Faith Promise    $ 10,579.00          Worship  30
Noisy Offering $209.00Birthdays: September 28-Michelle Gordon; 29-Maggie Serveson; 30-John Runneberg, Kenny Sindergard;10-2-Denise Hodgell
Anniversary: September 27-Pat & Maggie Severson


 



*Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is located under the pew in front of you.

Altar Flowers: 


An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are able)
ORDER OF THE SERVICE
PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                P.56
*HYMN Lead Me, Guide Me                                   insert
*KYRIE                                   	                  P.57-58 
*HYMN OF PRAISE		                       P.59
*PRAYER OF THE DAY        (bulletin-in unison)
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10      (bulletin- responsively)
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-18
*ALLELUIA VERSE               	                       P.62                  
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32
*GOSPEL RESPONSES                                  P.63
SERMON                                         Tom Anderson
HYMN: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word    LBW 230
*APOSTLES CREED                          	   P.65
OFFERING/OFFERATORY     		   P.75
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
	Leader:  “…Lord, in your mercy.”
*The Lord’s Prayer			             P.76             
*BENEDICTION                                              P.76
*HYMN O Master, Let Me Walk with You        LBW  492 *DISMISSAL 
************************************************
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151                                  
Laurens, IA  50554                                                                            Ph. 712-841-2181 
Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com   
       
 Shirley McKiernan, Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org


To our visitors!  Welcome to our Sunday Service.  We are happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.  We invite you to complete the visitor card in front of you and give to an usher.  Please come again!
We are a
Christ-Centered 
Mission-Driven  
Traditionally-Grounded 
Congregationally-Focused
               Church.
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