PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, you have endured the doubts and
questions of every generation. Forgive us for trying to be
judge over you and grant us the confident faith to
acknowledge you as Lord.

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7

5Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his
vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. "He
dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he
built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in
it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. *And
now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between
me and my vineyard. “What more was there to do for my vineyard
that [ have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why
did it yield wild grapes? *And now I will tell you what I will do to
my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I
will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. ‘T will
make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be
overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it. 'For the vineyard of the LORD of
hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his
pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed;
righteousness, but heard a cry!

Psalm: Psalm 80:7-19

'Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be
saved.

“You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations
and planted it.

’You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the
land.

'"The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty
cedars with its branches;

'1it sent out its branches to the sea, and its shoots to the River.

“Why then have you broken down its walls, so that all who
pass along the way pluck its fruit?

“The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field
feed on it.

“Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and
see; have regard for this vine,

"“the stock that your right hand planted.

'“They have burned it with fire, they have cut it down; may
they perish at the rebuke of your countenance.

'"But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one
whom you made strong for yourself.

'*Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we
will call on your name.

“Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we
may be saved.

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

“even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If
anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have

more: “circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; “as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. "Yet whatever gains I
had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. *“More
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ’and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based
on faith. '’T want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection
and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, ''if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the

dead. '"Not that I have already obtained this or have already
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. “Beloved, I do not consider that I
have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, '“I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ
Jesus.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

#3“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted
a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built
a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another
country. **When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to
the tenants to collect his produce. *“But the tenants seized his
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. *°Again he
sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the
same way. “'Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.” **But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.” *’So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard,
and killed him. ““Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” *' They said to him, “He will
put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest

time.” *“Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the
scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our
eyes’? “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken
away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of
the kingdom. ““The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” “*When the
chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized
that he was speaking about them. “They wanted to arrest him, but
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.



THIS WEEK AT BETHANY

Today: October 4™

18" Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-Youth SS

9:30- Coffee Fellowship
10:30-Worship w/Communion
11:30-Bethany Prayer Group
4:00-4-H Club Meeting
Tuesday: October 6™
9:30-Morning Coffee @ BLC
Wednesday: October 7%
8:30-Matins & a Meal
Thursday: October 8"
7:00-Conlfirmation

Sunday: October 11

19" Sunday after Pentecost
9:15-Youth SS

9:30- Coffee Fellowship
10:30-Worship
11:30-Bethany Prayer Group
Monday: October 12t
4:30-W/M Mtg.

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing
home residents, storm/flood/fire victims, those suffering any

illness, Lucas Sorensen, Myles & Shirley Pedersen, Kelly Gordon,

Ireneo Zarzoso, Pastor David Klappenbach, Elaine Anderson,
Roger Schulz, Shannon Hersom, Ken & Pat Boughey, Marie
Rogers, Jeanette Jardee, Mary Roat, Todd & Elizabeth Wood,
Pastor John Mayer, Monica Isom, Eli Honer, Dorothy Sandvig,
Gloria Bell, Helen Dodge, Patricia Bentsen. Our youth, parents &
teachers, our military & missionaries. Y76n

Lectors: Dean Armstrong
Ushers: October 4"- Tom & Rhonda Shewell
October 11t -Jean Swanson & Tammy Oxenreider
Acolytes: Bethany Youth
Weekly Budget & Worship Info
Faith Promise $683.00 Worship 27
Sunday School $7.10 Youth SS 10

Birthdays: 10-7-Tammy Oxenreider; 8-Oliver Hersom
Anniversaries:

***Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is
located under the pew in front of you.
Altar Flowers:

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are
able)

PRELUDE / RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS P.56
*HYMN Built on a Rock LBW 365
*GREETING P.57
*KYRIE P.57-58
*HYMN OF PRAISE P.60
PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7
PSALM: Psalm 80:7-19
SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

*ALLELUA VERSE P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46
*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63
SERMON Rich Ehlers
HYMN I Love Your Kingdom, Lord LBW 368
NICENE CREED P.64
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: “...Lord, in your mercy.”

Response: ‘“hear our prayer.”
THE PEACE P.66
OFFERING / OFFERTORY P.66
OFFERTORY PRAYER P.67
*WORDS OF INSTIUTION P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.71
*LAMB OF GOD P.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE P.72
*BENEDICTION P.74
*HYMN The Church’s One Foundation LBW 369
*DISMISSAL
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October 4, 2026
Ninteenth Sunday after Pentecost

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, IA 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181

Email: bethanynalc@gmail.com

Pastor David Klappenbach
Cell 419-603-8350 Home 712-841-2532
Shirley Mc Kiernan Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service.
We are happy to have you sharing in our worship
service and ask for the opportunity to meet you.
We invite you to complete the visitor card in front
of you and give to an usher. Please come again!

We are a
Christ-Centered
Mission-Driven

Traditionally-Grounded
Congregationally-Focused
Church.



